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Election 2018 

History (A4) 

25 April 2018 

 

Leave this question paper behind at the end of the examination 

 

You have 10 minutes to study the source documents before the examination starts. 

Time allowed:  10 minutes reading time, then 90 minutes to complete the paper.  

Answer ALL in Section A and ONE question from Section B. 

Total marks for Section A:  35. Total marks for Section B: 30  

Candidates are advised to read the sources very carefully and to hear the words.  

 

Please start Section B on a fresh sheet of paper. 
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Section A 

Sources 

In this section, you will see two versions of two sources – one a printed transcription and the other the 

original handwritten document. There are some words here that you will not know or understand. This 

is fine. The purpose of this exercise is to give you an idea of some of the challenges that historians 

face when analyzing primary written evidence. Use the glossary for assistance.  

The questions follow the source. Answer all questions.  

A. 

 

Anonymous, 1624. Source: Ripon Cathedral, Dean and Chapter Archives, item 298 

1. In what ways is this song from 1624 satirical (sarcastic, critical, and mocking)? (5 marks) 

2. How do you think historians dated this manuscript? (3 marks) 
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B. 

 

Ibid. 

3. What seems to be archaic (out of date) or medieval about the way the scribe wrote this 

manuscript? (4 marks) 

4. How many different varieties of the letter ‘r’ can you spot? – use the transcript in Source A 

to help you (4 marks) 

5. What clues are there that the scribe wrote this in a hurry? (3 marks) 
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C. 

 

This manuscript from 1625 is in a loose collection of English verse. Source: Brotherton Collection, 

Leeds University Library, MS Lt q.11, 46. 

6. In what ways does this item praise the late king, James I? (5 marks) 

7. Is there anything here that suggests that the praise for James I was not universal? (5 marks) 
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D. 

 

Ibid. 

8. What tells us that the scribe wrote this with care and that they took their time? (3 marks) 

9. What evidence is there that the scribe was trained in formal secretary handwriting? (3 

marks) 
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Glossary 

Sinode: The council of a church 

Burgesse: A Member of Parliament for a borough, corporate town or university 

Astrea: Greek virgin goddess of innocence and purity 

Saturne: Roman god 

Papists: Roman Catholics 

Naboth: the central figure of a passage from the first Book of Kings in the Hebrew Bible. Medieval 

scholars sometimes used Elijah's words to Ahab "You have killed and also taken possession" or the 

expression "Naboth's vineyard" to hint at double injustice (or crime committed with indecency, as 

opposed to "simply committed" crime. Some seventeenth century puritans use the story as an example 

of how God disfavored Christians from using government force in religious matters, such as the 

religious decrees by Jezebel and Ahab – that using force in the name of religion would lead to 

political persecution contrary to the Bible. 
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Section B 

Answer ONE of the following. Use examples from your own knowledge to support your 

answer. Wherever possible, anchor your arguments in your knowledge of the past. All 

questions are worth 30 marks. 

 

1. What can be learnt about the past from thinking about paintings? 

 

2. For what should we celebrate (a) the Renaissance or (b) the Reformation or (c) the 

Enlightenment? 

 

3. Write an essay on: (a) revolutions or (b) turning-points. 

 

4. Should historians make moral judgements? 

 

5. Would an ancient Athenian consider modern Britain democratic? 

 

6. Can historical novels be good history and good novels? 

 

 

7. What is the point of museums? 

 

8. Explain the importance of studying history in a letter to Theresa May. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

END OF PAPER. 


